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NEWS RELEASE

May 18, 1994
UM GRADUATE STUDENTS AWARDED BERTHA MORTON SCHOLARSHIPS
MISSOULA The University of Montana Graduate Council has awarded $2,000 Bertha Morton
Scholarships to 19 UM graduate students. The recipients were nominated by their schools or
departments on the basis of academic records, published works, honors and awards and evidence ol
creative activities. These scholarships are among UM’s most prestigious awards for graduate
students.
Bertha Morton lived in Helena, Mont., and worked most of her adult life for the Internal
Revenue Service. She bequeathed a large portion of her estate to the UM Foundation because of
her desire to encourage scholarly work among UM students. She died in 1977.
This year’s scholarship winners include four Missoula residents: journalism major Robert I.
Berkman, who graduated cum laude with a bachelor’s degree in government from the University of
Virginia in 1980; computer science major Patricia Olson, who earned a bachelor’s degree in
mathematics and graduated with high honors from UM in 1993; psychology major Connie M.
Cross-Becker, who earned a bachelor’s degree in psychology from UM in 1990; and master of fine
arts candidate A1 Nyhart, who earned a bachelor’s degree in English from Eastern Washington
University in 1991.
Other scholarship winners include geology major Michael A. Poage of Lyme, N.H., a 1991
magna cum laude graduate of Dartmouth College who earned bachelor’s degrees in psychology and
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earth sciences; microbiology major Samuel J. Mitchell of F t Collins, Colo., who earned a
bachelor’s degree in microbiology from the University of Colorado at Boulder in 1988; Andrew G.
Keck of Durango, Colo., a mathematics doctoral candidate who holds a bachelor’s degree in
mathematics from DePauw University and master’s degrees in science and philosophy from the
University of Utah; Lisa McKenzie of Colorado Springs, Colo., a chemistry doctoral candidate
who earned a bachelor’s degree in chemistry from the University of Colorado at Boulder in 1984.
More Bertha Morton Scholarship winners are mathematics doctoral candidate Shaohua Chen
of Hangzhou, China, who earned a bachelor’s degree in mathematics from Hangzhou University in
1982; health and human performance major Charles Lee Dumke of Green Bav, Wis„ who earned a
bachelor’s degree in zoology from the University of Wisconsin in 1988; biological sciences doctoral
candidate Lindley N. Gamer of Fayetteville, Ark., who earned a bachelor’s degree in wildlife
science from Texas A&M University in 1986 and a master’s degree in biology from North Dakota
State University in 1992; master of fine arts candidate Helen Harris of Oakland, Calif., a longtime
teacher who earned a bachelor’s degree in American literature from Stanford University in 1962.
Additional winners are biological sciences doctoral candidate Gordon Luikart of Sioux City,
Iowa, who earned a bachelor’s degree in biology from Iowa State University 1988 and a master’s
degree in zoology from UM in 1992; anthropology major Kevin J. Lyons of Spokane, Wash., who
earned a bachelor’s degree from Eastern Washington University in 1991; environmental studies
major Olga Maiboroda of Sochi, Russia, who earned a master’s degree in English from Kent State
University in 1993 and a bachelor’s degree in English from Volgograd State University in 1990;
environmental studies major Jeffrey R. Smith of Old F o rt N.C., who earned a master’s degree in
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American culture from the University of Michigan in 1988 and a bachelor’s degree in English from
Ohio University in 1984; zoology doctoral candidate Bret Tobalske of Washington, D.C., who
earned a master’s degree in zoology from UM in 1991 and a bachelor’s degree in zoology from
Southern Illinois University in 1988; forestry doctoral candidate Narayanan ELlath Valappil of
Kerala, India, who earned a bachelor’s degree in agriculture in 1986 and a master’s degree in
forestry in 1989, both from Kerala Agricultural University; master of fine arts candidate John B.
Wolff of Pocatello, Idaho, who earned a master’s degree in English literature from the University
of Colorado at Boulder in 1983 and a bachelor’s degree in anthropology from the University of
Cincinnati in 1981.
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